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Classrooms 

Some classrooms held up to 

70 or 80 children. Boys and 

girls sat separately. Children 

sat in rows and faced the 

front. The teacher used a 

blackboard and wrote with 

chalk. Children wrote on 

slates with slate pencils. 

All about Victorian Schools

Lessons 

Reading, writing and 

arithmetic were called the 

three Rs. They were the 

most important lessons in 

Victorian schools alongside 

religious education. Other 

lessons included 

needlework for girls and 

woodwork for boys. 

Teachers 

Most teachers were very 

strict in Victorian times. 

They expected children to 

behave well and be clean 

and tidy. They punished 

children who misbehaved 

or didn’t work hard 

enough. 

Punishments 

There were many 

punishments in Victorian 

classrooms. Teachers hit 

children with a cane if 

they misbehaved or made 

them wear a dunce’s hat if 

they hadn’t worked hard 

enough. 
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